
WASTE LEVY
EXEMPTIONS

Waste Exempt Following  
Pre-approval by DETSI

Link to Approval 
Applications Forms

Waste Categories Exempted 
Under the Waste Reduction and 

Recycling Regulation 2023

Disaster Management and Serious 
Local Events Waste

DETSI will declare:

• The LGAs covered under the 
declaration

• The type of waste that is to be 
exempt waste

• The waste disposal sites that the 
waste will be disposed

• The period of approval

• The declaration will then be 
published on the Queensland 
Government website.

Notify DETSI

• The type of waste that is to be 
exempt from the levy

• The waste disposal sites that will 
receive the exempt waste

• The period for which the waste will 
be exempt from the levy

• Following notification, DETSI will 
publish details of the exemption on 
the department’s website.

The maximum period for which the 
waste can be exempt as serious 
local event waste is 7 days prior 
to the event and 28 days after the 
event ends.

Click Here

Click Here

Disaster WasteSerious Local Events

Submit to 
DETSI

DETSI will consider the 
application in 28 days

Amendments Required

DETSI will issue a notice 
about the decision

Decision

Accepted

Levy exemptions

DETSI will require 
additional information

No exemptions Rejected

If there is or there will be 
a serious local event in 

the LGA

State Declared Disaster 
Exemptions

LEGEND

DETSI: 

LGA: 

Serious Local Events: 

State-declared Disaster: 

1. Waste from charity donations that cannot be re-used, 
recycled, or sold.

2. Litter and illegally dumped waste collected during community 
clean-ups.

3. Earth contaminated with hazardous substances from land on 
the environmental or contaminated land register.

4. Waste necessary for operating waste disposal sites, such 
as for building infrastructure, cover, capping, profiling and site 
rehabilitation.

5. The chief executive of the department that administers 
the Biosecurity Act 2014 may make an application about 
biosecurity waste.

6. The chief executive of a local government may apply to 
extend the exemption period for serious local event waste.

Department of the Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation

Local Government Area

Events that cause a serious disruption in a community and require a significant 
coordinated response by a local government and other entities to help the 
community recover, are considered serious local events.

A disaster declared under the Disaster Management Act 2003.

Click Here

Click Here

Click Here

https://www.desi.qld.gov.au/policies?a=272936:policy_registry/wastelevy-application-exemptwaste-charitable-recycling.docx
https://www.desi.qld.gov.au/policies?a=272936:policy_registry/wastelevy-application-exemptwaste-charitable-recycling.docx
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=485ce9ef722bef1b597d5e5e4565fc65d22df402ff672ade4e9acd80186d8d7bJmltdHM9MTc0MjE2OTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=032419a6-c9f0-6ba3-136c-0cd5c81d6adf&psq=detsi+waste+levy+exception+amentment+form&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucWxkLmdvdi5hdS9fX2RhdGEvYXNzZXRzL3dvcmRfZG9jLzAwMzYvMzc4Mjc5L3dhc3RlbGV2eS10cC13YXN0ZS1leGVtcHRpb24tYW1lbmRtZW50LXJlcXVlc3QuZG9jeA&ntb=1
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/circular-economy-waste-reduction/disposal-levy/about/exemptions-for-disaster-waste#:~:text=The%20Department%20of%20the%20Environment,a%20State-declared%20disaster)%20or
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/circular-economy-waste-reduction/disposal-levy/about/exemptions-for-disaster-waste#serious-local-events
https://www.desi.qld.gov.au/policies?a=272936:policy_registry/wastelevy-application-exemptwaste-community-events-litter-illegal-dumping.docx
https://www.desi.qld.gov.au/policies?a=272936:policy_registry/wastelevy-application-exemptwaste-community-events-litter-illegal-dumping.docx
https://www.desi.qld.gov.au/policies?a=272936:policy_registry/wastelevy-application-exemptwaste-contaminated-earth.docx
https://www.desi.qld.gov.au/policies?a=272936:policy_registry/wastelevy-application-exemptwaste-contaminated-earth.docx
https://www.desi.qld.gov.au/policies?a=272936:policy_registry/wastelevy-application-exemptwaste-onsite-operational-purpose.docx
https://www.desi.qld.gov.au/policies?a=272936:policy_registry/wastelevy-application-exemptwaste-onsite-operational-purpose.docx

